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20t Century American Swirl Art Pottery
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An exhibition of rare examples of Niloak’s innovative | s = |
Swirled Missionware art pottery alongside creations from N .\\‘\‘ BN
potteries around the country inspired by the iconic Niloak . B
swirl design
Featuring swirl pottery by Evans, George Ohr, Charlie Stehm'’s Ozark Pottery,
Dickota Badlands, Houghton & Dalton, Spruce Pine's Muscle Shoals and
Marie, Rosemeade, Silver Springs, Gay Head, Ozark Roadside Tourist Pottery, AR —_—aag
North State, and others R
Curated by Lawrence McElroy and Niloak scholar, David Edwin Gifford \ ’ AN Egi!’.‘
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POTTERY SEE IT MADE

Interesting Native Industry BENTON,ARKANSAS
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The Niloak Pottery Company
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Object:  Mug (standa

Maker:  Eagle Pottery

Date 1909 - 1910

From the collection of
David Steele

Object:
Maker

Date:

Suzie &

Mug
Niloak

1910
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George Ohr:
The Mad Potter of Biloxi

George Edgar Ohr (1857-1918) was an artist with a vision
that was ahead of his time. Although active from 1879 until
around 1910, it was not ntil his pottery was rediscovered
a half century after his death that Ohr began to enjoy the
reputation he felt he deserved. During the first period of
His career, 1879-1894, Ohr focused on utilitarian pieces to
support his family. In 1894, tragedy struck, when a fire in
downtown Biloxi destroyed Ohr’s work and his studio.
Always personally attached to his work, Ohr kept many
pieces salvaged from the fire and called them his “burned
babies". The years after the fire became some of the most
innovative and prolific of Ohr's career. Between 1895 and 1903, Ohr experimented
creating unbelievably thin pieces that twisted, ruffled, and folded.

Ohr's son, Otto, said of his father, “His pottery was made as thin as a piece of
any kind of shape y "t ift to him.”

The final per career i

To that end,

in1910, ol
after his death,

Only a few years after Ohr's request expired, James Carpenter, an.

the northeast USA and Ohr's reputation quickly spread. By the 1970’ and e
career began, Ohr was finally recognized as the master he was. ;

Object:  Swirl vase
Maker: George Ohr

Date: circa 1900

From the collection of the
Ohr — O’Keefe Museum

Object: virl bowl

Maker: eorge Ohr

Date: irca 1900

From the collection of the
Ohr - O’Keefe Museum







Houghton produced a line of swirl pottery called
fian

tis similar to Niloak's Swirled Missionware,
but many pieces feature a powder blue interior, and
ome pieces have a glossy exterior glaze.
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Evans Family Potterie

Desert Sands Pottery
Mineral Pottery, and Sand

The most active post Nio
producer of a great va
Arkansas/Missouri i in Stoddard County, be
Jacob Simmermon and contrued by h
from its inception until 1969, with only a couple of interruption
enough, hired a potter out of Lttle Rock, Arkansas, n
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Evans POttery




Ozark Roadside
Tourist Pottery

Photo: Netona Geograghic 1s, 41



Exhibition Catalog
Coming Soon




